
Friday 13 November         Workshop, Exco, Dinner

12:30 - 15:00 Registration

13:30 - 17:00 WORKSHOP

13:30 - 14:45 SESSION 1
“One Tumour Five 
Perspectives”
RT vs ET conundrums
Case Presentations 
then Panel Discussion

Panel: Prof Philip Poortmans,  
Dr Mariza Tunmer, Dr Shane 
Cullis, Dr Ronwyn Van Eeden, 
Dr Keo Tabane, Dr Simon 
Naylor

13:30 Case Presentation 1: Early Breast Ca
Staging work-up
RT vs ET vs both vs nil
Impact of SLNB omission 

13:55 Case Presentation 2: BCa & Autoimmune diseases
Autoimmune diseases and other co-morbidities: 
aspects to consider when making adjuvant treatment 
decisions 

14:20 Case Presentation 3: DCIS 
Especially – LG/small IG: 
Who needs what? How to decide?

14:45 - 15:15 Break

15:15 - 16:30 SESSION 2
“Grey Zones and Gold 
Standards” RT Pearls

Chairs: Dr Duvern Ramiah, 
Dr Sudeshen Naidoo
Speaker: Prof Philip 
Poortmans

15:15 – 16:25 The latest on LN RT
Omission for some?
IM-LNs – who does not benefi t?

Planning technique updates
When is 3DCRT best for WBI and when to consider 
VMAT?
Challenging chest walls
Should we do more ABPI?
Impacts on darker skins?

Boost Conundrums
To boost or not to boost –is that still a question?
SIB vs sequential boost – criteria

Hot topics and future directions
Where are we heading next?
• Preoperative RT
• Combined RT-systemic agents

16:30 - 17:00 “Cut, Zap, Reconstruct: 
A Multidisciplinary 
Mash-Up”
RT meets surgery & 
plastic surgery

Speaker: P Poortmans 
then Panel discussion 
Panel: Prof Philip 
Poortmans, Dr Duvern 
Ramiah, Dr Sudeshen 
Naidoo, Dr Dimitri Liakos, 
Prof Thorsten Kűhn, 
Dr Sarah Nietz

Surgical and recon techniques and the impact on RT 
planning 

Expanders, Implants, Flaps, other

Clip placement for boost?

Impact of RT fractionation schedules on cosmesis for 
BCS

Impact of breast size on RT cosmesis

17:00 - 18:00 BIGOSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

18:30 – 22:00 DINNER 
Brought to you by

Master of Ceremonies: 
Dr Devan Moodley

18:30 – 19:00 The story of clinical trial 
evolution over the years 
– what can we learn from 
this journey?

Prof Nadia Harbeck



Saturday 14 November          Scientific Meeting

07:00 - 15:00 Registration | Exhibition Open

07:15 - 07:50 BREAKFAST SYMPOSIUM
Not all heroes wears capes - Some wear vacuums. 
Indications for Vacuum Assisted Breast Biopsy (VAB) - 
A surgeon’s perspective 
Dr Phumudzo Ndwambi 

Brought to you by

08:00 - 10:15 SESSION 1 
Chairs: Dr Carla Norval and Dr Ashraf Wadee

08:00 - 08:05 Welcome Dr Ronwyn Van Eeden, 
Dr Keo Tabane

08:05 - 08:10 Presidential Address Prof Duvern Ramiah

08:10 - 08:50 ADAPTing systemic therapy in 
early breast cancer

Prof Nadia Harbeck

08:50 - 09:05 Debate | Exceptional 
responders: Do we still need 
surgery – yes or no?

Brought to you by

Yes: Dr Nivashini 
Murugan
No: Dr Liana Roodt

09:05 - 09:20 Debate | Pre-Pectoral 
Direct-to-implant 
Reconstruction is the New 
Standard of Care

Yes: Dr Christiaan 
Gildenhuys
No: Dr Gabriel 
Doucas

09:20 - 09:30 Free Paper 1 - Risk of 
Contralateral Tumor 
Development in PALB2 
Mutation-Positive Patients

Dr Ines Buccimazza

09:30 - 09:40 Free Paper 2 - Circulating 
tumour DNA (ctDNA) in breast 
cancer: Insights from a South 
African cohort

Kusha Kalideen

09:40 - 10:15 MID-MORNING SYMPOSIUM
De-escalation in motion 
– the impact of modern 
multidisciplinary therapy on 
breast surgery

Brought to  you by

Prof Thorsten Kühn

10:15 - 10:50 Break | Exhibition Open

10:50 - 13:10 SESSION 2
Chairs: Dr Shane Cullis and Prof Jacqueline Smilg

10:50 - 11:05 Post treatment breast cancer 
imaging
Brought to you by

Dr Liat Malek

11:05 - 11:20 Presentation to be confi rmed
Brought to you by

11:20 - 12:00 Fewer trips, same outcomes 
– the science behind modern 
breast RT 
Followed by the Voice 
of St Gallen

Brought to  you by

Prof Philip 
Poortmans

12:00 - 12:40 Two Subtypes Walk Into a 
Tumour Board

Prof Philip 
Poortmans, Prof 
Nadia Harbeck, Prof 
Thorsten Kühn, Dr 
Sarah Fairhead, Dr 
Omondi Ogude

  you by

Brought to you by



12:50 - 12:52 VISUAL ABSTRACT 1: A single 
institution study of breast 
cancer progression in patients 
awaiting adjuvant radiotherapy 
at a Johannesburg Public 
Hospital, South Africa  

Adriaan Johannes 
Smit 

12:52 - 12:54 VISUAL ABSTRACT 2: 
Hypofractionated Radiation 
Therapy for Breast Cancer: A 
Unit Review in Alignment with 
International Guidelines

Dr Dino Chetty

12:54 - 12:56 VISUAL ABSTRACT 3:  
Cross-Sectional Association 
of Body Mass Index with Breast 
Density and Malignancy in a 
South African Breast Imaging 
Cohort

Ntsako Mhlongo

12:56 - 12:50 VISUAL ABSTRACT Q&A

12:50 - 13:10 AGM 

13:10 - 14:10 Lunch | Exhibition Open
Brought to you by

14:10 - 17:05 SESSION 3
Chairs: Dr Kirstin Fearnhead and Dr Sarah Nietz

14:10 - 14:45 Post-Lunch Symposium
From Low to Ultralow: 
Unlocking a New Therapeutic 
Frontier with T DXd
Brought to  you by

Prof Nadia Harbeck

Brought to  you by

14:45 - 15:00 JUDITH WHITTAKER MEMORIAL 
LECTURE
The role of circulating tumour 
DNA analysis in breast cancer 
management 
Brought to  you by

Dr Fabio Crabbia

15:00 - 15:10 Industry Update

15:10 - 15:30 BIGOSA Breast Centre Project 
Update

Prof Thorsten 
Kühn, Prof Philip 
Poortmans, Prof 
Nadia Harbeck 

15:30 - 15:40 Free paper 3 - High Local Control 
After Breast Cryoablation 
in Southern Africa: Six-Year 
Outcomes from a 90−Patient 
Multidisciplinary Cohort

Peter Schoub

15:40 - 15:50 Free paper 4 - A novel genetic 
counselling model for 
point-of-care testing: Advancing 
fi rst-tier BRCA1/2 genotyping to 
next-generation sequencing in 
South Africa.

Chantelle Scott

15:50 - 16:00 Regional Challenges to Guideline 
Adherent Multidisciplinary Care

Dr Maitazvenyu 
Mvere 

16:00 - 17:00 Ethics Session | Patients, power 
and accountability: the ethics of 
building equitable breast cancer 
care
Brought to you by

Prof JJ Tabane, Dr 
Stavros Nicolaou, 
Dr Liana Roodt, Dr 
Sarah Nietz, Prof 
Georgia Demetriou

17:00 - 17:05 Prize giving and close 




