
14th SCIENTIFIC MEETING

breast interest group 
of southern africa

Friday 13 November                                                                    Workshop, Exco, Dinner

12:30 - 15:00 Registration

13:30 - 14:45 WORKSHOP
One Tumour Five Perspectives
Case presentations and panel discussion - RT vs ET 
Conundrums

Prof Philip Poortmans and local 
oncology panel

14:45 - 15:15 Break

15:15 - 17:00 WORKSHOP
Grey Zones and Gold Standards
RT Pearls

Prof Philip Poortmans and local  
panel

17:00 - 18:00 BIGOSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

18:30 – 22:00 DINNER 
Brought to you by

18:30 – 19:00 The Story of the evolution of the WSG over the 
years- what can we learn from this journey? 

Prof Nadia Harbeck

Saturday 14 November                                                  Scientific Meeting

07:00 - 15:00 Registration | Exhibition Open

07:15 - 07:50 Breakfast Symposium
Not all heroes wears capes - Some wear vacuums. 
Indications for Vacuum Assisted Breast Biopsy 
(VAB) - A surgeon’s perspective 
Brought to you by

Dr Phumudzo Ndwambi

08:00 - 08:05 Welcome Dr Ronwyn Van Eeden, Dr Keo 
Tabane

08:05 - 08:10 Presidential Address Prof Duvern Ramiah

08:10 - 08:50 ADAPTing systemic therapy in early breast cancer Prof Nadia Harbeck

08:50 - 09:05 Debate | Exceptional responders: Do we still need 
surgery – yes or no?
Brought to you by

Yes: Dr Nivashini Murugan
No: Dr Liana Roodt

09:05 - 09:20 Debate | Pre-Pectoral Direct-to-implant 
Reconstruction is the New Standard of Care

Yes: Dr Christiaan Gildenhuys
No: Dr Gabriel Doucas

09:20 - 09:30 Free Paper 1 - Risk of Contralateral Tumor 
Development in PALB2 Mutation-Positive Patients

Nerina Van Der Merwe

09:30 - 09:40 Free Paper 2 - Circulating tumour DNA (ctDNA) in 
breast cancer: Insights from a South African cohort

Kusha Kalideen
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09:40 - 10:15 Mid-Morning Symposium
De-escalation in motion – the impact of modern 
multidisciplinary therapy on breast surgery
Brought to you by

Prof Thorsten Kühn

10:15 - 10:50 Break | Exhibition Open

10:50 - 11:05 Post treatment breast cancer imaging
Brought to you by

Dr Liat Malek

11:05 - 11:20 Presentation to be confi rmed
Brought to you by

11:20 - 12:00 Fewer trips, same outcomes – the science behind 
modern breast RT
Brought to you by

Prof Philip Poortmans

12:00 - 12:40 Two Subtypes Walk Into a Tumour Board Prof Philip Poortmans, Prof 
Nadia Harbeck, Prof Thorsten 
Kühn, Dr Sarah Fairhead, Dr 
Omondi Ogude

12:50 - 12:52 VISUAL ABSTRACT 1: A single institution study of 
breast cancer progression in patients awaiting 
adjuvant radiotherapy at a Johannesburg Public 
Hospital, South Africa  

Adriaan Johannes Smit 

12:52 - 12:54 VISUAL ABSTRACT 2: Hypofractionated Radiation 
Therapy for Breast Cancer: A Unit Review in 
Alignment with International Guidelines

Dr Dino Chetty

12:54 - 12:56 VISUAL ABSTRACT 3:  Cross-Sectional Association 
of Body Mass Index with Breast Density and 
Malignancy in a South African Breast Imaging 
Cohort

Ntsako Mhlongo

12:56 - 12:50 VISUAL ABSTRACT Q&A

12:50 - 13:10 AGM 

13:10 - 14:10 Lunch | Exhibition Open
Brought to you by

Presentation to be confi rmed
Brought to you by

Brought to you by
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14:10 - 14:45 Post-Lunch Symposium
From Low to Ultralow: Unlocking a New 
Therapeutic Frontier with T DXd
Brought to you by

Prof Nadia Harbeck

14:45 - 15:00 JUDITH WHITTAKER MEMORIAL LECTURE
The role of circulating tumour DNA analysis in 
breast cancer management 
Brought to you by

Dr Fabio Crabbia

15:00 - 15:10 Industry Update

15:10 - 15:30 BIGOSA Breast Centre Project Update Prof Thorsten Kühn, Prof Philip 
Poortmans, Prof Nadia Harbeck 

15:30 - 15:40 Free paper 3 - High Local Control After Breast 
Cryoablation in Southern Africa: Six-Year 
Outcomes from a 90−Patient Multidisciplinary 
Cohort

Peter Schoub

15:40 - 15:50 Free paper 4 - A novel genetic counselling 
model for point-of-care testing: Advancing 
fi rst-tier BRCA1/2 genotyping to next-generation 
sequencing in South Africa.

Chantelle Scott

15:50 - 16:00 Regional Challenges to Guideline Adherent 
Multidisciplinary Care

Dr Maitazvenyu Mvere 

16:00 - 17:00 Ethics Session | Patients, power and 
accountability: the ethics of building equitable 
breast cancer care
Brought to you by

Prof JJ Tabane, Dr Stavros 
Nicolaou, Dr Liana Roodt

17:00 - 17:05 Prize giving and close 

Therapeutic Frontier with T DXd
Brought to you by

breast cancer care


